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How we believe God forgives us shapes how we forgive others. 

The concept of forgiveness is central to the very character of God. 
 1.   God is holy and relational. 
             2.   We are created in God’s image and with free will and choose to rebel. 
 3.   We have chosen to sin and are sentenced to death and separation from God. 
 4.   God’s character of love provides an option for reconciliation with God. 
 5.   God takes on flesh – Jesus – and lives a sinless life. 
 6.   Jesus chooses a substitutionary death for our sin.  [2 Cor. 5:21] 
 7.   On the cross Jesus Christ became sin and bore all God’s holy wrath against sin. 
 8.   Christ dies and raises Jesus from the dead showing His satisfaction with the penalty paid for sin. 
 9.   Now Jesus offers to all who repent of their sin and trust Jesus for salvation – forgiveness and  
                    eternal life.  [Romans 3:21-26] 

Forgiveness vertically from God brings reconciliation with God. 
True forgiveness horizontally brings reconciliation horizontally. 
We are commanded to forgive.   Eph. 4:32  Mark 11:25 

Matthew 18:21-35   Jesus gives a comparison of our forgiveness and God’s. 
 Matt. 18:21   Peter guesses a spiritual number of 7 for how many times we should forgive. 
 Matt. 18:22   Jesus responds that it’s an unlimited amount – seventy times seven. 
 Matt. 18:23-27  Jesus tells how great God’s forgiveness is for those who ask for mercy. 
 Matt. 18:28-30  The unmerciful servant shows he has no fruit of forgiveness. 
 Matt. 18:31-34  The one who does not understand how great God’s mercy is – gets no forgiveness. 
 Matt. 18:35   You must forgive from your heart. 

Ps. 103:10-12  God doesn’t treat us as we deserve or repay us for our sin, but removes them to never come 
back to be held against us again – because He LOVES us! 

Matt. 6:12, 14-15  Forgiveness is a fruit of a life in Jesus Christ who understands what he/she is forgiven of. 
Matt. 5:23-24        We are to humble ourselves and seek forgiveness so we are at peace with God. 

[ie.] – Forgiveness is a commitment by the offended to release and pardon graciously the repentant from 
moral liability and to be reconciled to that person, although not all consequences are necessarily 
eliminated.    [Chris Brauns, Unpacking Forgiveness]  

Romans 12:18    As much as it is possible by you, live at peace with everyone. 
1 Peter 2:21-23   Christ’s example to not revile back, but He entrusted Himself to the just Judge. 
Romans 12:19     God promises to repay justly. 

Forgiveness is:  A commitment not to speak about their sin to their face. 
    A commitment not to speak about their sin to others.   
   A commitment to not dwell on the issue in your own mind.   


