
1 Samuel 30-31 

  The  

    End 

As 1 Samuel comes to a close, David has built an army of 600 men from the outcasts of Israel, while Saul 

continues to seek his life. We see in chapters 30-31, David and Saul are both facing armed conflicts, but 

with separate enemies. The narrator places these conflicts one after another to contrast how different Saul 

and David, with respect to their relationships with God, truly are. 

I. COMPARING OUR STORIES 

How would you hope to be remembered?  

When your days are done and God calls you 

home, what would you hope to leave behind?  

While few people enjoy considering the reality 

of how brief our lives really are, it is 100% ac-

curate that we will all, one day, die.  How we 

live and what we are remembered for can be a 

lasting legacy, for better or worse.  Nonethe-

less, how we live today carries eternal ramifica-

tions. 

MY EXPERIENCE… 

YOUR EXPERIENCE… 

II. CONSIDERING OUR STRUGGLES 

WHEN  you think of a life lived well, what comes to mind?   

WHO do you know that you’d consider to have ran the race of life well, and what is it about 

their character, values, life, etc. that makes you say so?   

WHAT can you identify in your life that you’d like to be remembered for, and how can you 

give God credit for it? 

CAN you identify areas of struggle that you DON’T want to be remembered for?  

WHEN you face struggles with those things you’re not proud of, how do you find yourself typ-

ically responding?  DO you find yourself doing things in your own strength, hiding, or coping?  

Or do you look to the Lord, prayer, His word, and friends to repent and redirect things in a 

Godly direction? 
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INTERPRETATION 

As David realizes his situation in 30:6, the passage says he “strengthened himself in the Lord.”  (Consider Isai-

ah 41:10, 1 Peter 4:11)  What does this mean and how does David take steps to be strengthened in the Lord, 

specifically?  

 

Throughout these two chapters there are examples of grace (unmerited favor-getting something you do not 

deserve).  Describe some of them and identify the one that strikes you as most significant (Consider: How  

the Egyptian is treated, the outcome of the men too exhausted to follow David, even the final treatment of 

Saul’s body). 

 

What do you see as Sauls’s primary concern as his life is about to end?  As you recall how Samuel spoke of 

Saul in 1 Samuel 10:1, 6-7, take some time to remember the path that led Saul to this place. 

 

When you compare David and Saul, here and through other examples in 1 Samuel, what traits set the two 

apart?  Consider 1 Samuel 26:21 and 1 Samuel 13:14 to begin. 

 

APPLICATION 

Neither David nor Saul were perfect.  The primary difference between them was David’s response to repent.  

How quick are you to repent and confess your sins?  What does it look like in your life to keep short accounts 

and walk in fellowship with God and others?   

Read 1 Samuel 30-31 

OBSERVATION 

When David and his men return to Ziklag, what is the status of 

the city? 

How does the passage describe the attitudes of David and the 

people? 

What do you observe as David’s response to the situation (vs. 6-

8)? 

According to vs. 9-10, who goes with David and who doesn’t? 

In vs.11-15 what do you observe about who David meets? 

How does the passage specifically describe David’s success 

against the Amalekites (vs. 16-20)? 

Who do you see David dividing the plunder amongst? 

As chapter 31 opens, who is killed? 

Paraphrase, from the text, all the events surrounding Saul’s 

death, specifically. 

Describe, from the details given, how the Philistines, then the 

men of Jabesh-gilead, treat Saul’s body. 


