
1 Samuel 28:3-25 

    Saul and 

the   Medium  

      at En-dor 

                 

In our continuation of 1 Samuel, chapter 28 presents a complicated story stemming from a complicated 

situation in the life of a very complicated man.  Saul has hit rock bottom.  Essentially crippled in fear 

and distant from God, he again takes matters into his own hands and seeks answers from the wrong 

source, a familiar scenario in Saul’s life. 

I. COMPARING OUR STORIES 

When we face challenges in life, sometimes 

even situations of desperation, we often like to 

take matters into our own hands.  We need to 

be in control.  Instead of turning in God, deal-

ing with our sin, fear, pain, or whatever it may 

be, we look for other solutions, even when we 

are well aware they won’t work.   

MY EXPERIENCE… 

YOUR EXPERIENCE… 

II. CONSIDERING OUR STRUGGLES 

DESCRIBE  a time when you faced a desperate situation and chose to take a mode of action 

you normally never would.   

WHY do we sometimes act without logic when circumstances are feel extreme? 

HAVE you ever sought direction from God’s word or a friend only to receive a familiar answer 

(or get an answer you already knew) and still reject it?  WHY is this response not uncom-

mon? 

HOW has God used your episodes of stupidity to draw you to repentance and bring you clos-

er to fellowship with Him and others? 

WHAT do you think it might take to avoid the cost of hindsight in these situations, and simply 

learn from our mistakes in order to gain wisdom for living? 
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INTERPRETATION 

Why had Saul decided to get rid of all the mediums and necromancers (vs. 3)?  Consider Leviticus 19:31 and 

Deuteronomy 18:9-12.   

 

Read Isaiah 8:19-20 and consider what God actually desired from Saul, as opposed to the consultation of me-

diums and wizards. 

 

What is the Urim (vs. 6)?   

Consider Exodus 28:30 and Leviticus 8:8 for help. 

 

As you observe Saul’s inquiry of the Lord (vs. 6), do you notice anything missing?  Knowing the height of 

Saul’s current rebellion, read 2 Corinthians 7:9-10 and consider how it may have gone differently if Saul had 

the right kind of grief.  

 

Why do you think the medium responds to Samuel the way she does in verse 12? 

 

In verse 18 Samuel reminds Saul of the reason for his situation (see 1 Samuel 15).  Why do you think Samuel 

responds the way he does even though this is not the first time he receives the news of his consequence? 

 

APPLICATION 

Read 2 Corinthians 7:9-10 again.  How would you describe your experience with grief and what it leads you 

to?  Are you experiencing conviction today drawing you to godly or worldly grief?   

Read 1 Samuel 28:3-25 

OBSERVATION 

List all the details you’re able to observe about the setting of this 

passage from vs. 3-4.   

What does vs. 4 say regarding Saul’s outlook concerning the Philis-

tines? 

Describe Saul’s ability to communicate with the Lord at this point 

(vs. 6) and what does he decide to do as a response (vs. 7-8)? 

Who does Saul visit and what hesitations does she share about 

speaking to whom “he shall name”? 

What do you observe about the woman’s reaction to whom she 

brings up (vs. 12)? 

What message does Saul receive and how does he respond to it? 


